book is largely centred. This explains the otherwise curious inclusion of ganglion and a chapter on haemarthrosis which is longer than that on rheumatoid arthritis. But the (virtual) exclusion of crystal arthropathy, the rheumatoid nodule, the erosion front in rheumatoid arthritis and the well-known amyloid deposits in aged articular cartilage is less easily understood.
The 349 excellent pictures, all the author's, are accompanied by a substantial text which includes brief accounts of histological and other aspects but not a single diagram. Ultrastructural details are handled throughout with authority but elsewhere the treatment is, in places, superficial or not up-to-date.
The small impact that twenty years of electron microscopy has had on the classification and diagnosis of rheumatic diseases limits the book's practical value. Nevertheless the book is a valuable source of information on the contribution that electron microscopy has made to our understanding of joints and joint disease. As the title indicates, the emphasis is on ionic, cellular and metabolic mechanisms relating to neuronal hyperexcitability. Although every topic discussed has some relevance to epilepsy, epileptic phenomena are explicitly considered in less than half the chapters. Synaptic circuitry and mechanisms of synchronization are energetically discussed by Phil Schwartzkroin. David Prince describes ionic mechanisms in epileptogenesis. GABA-mediated inhibition in epilepsy and in anticonvulsant drug action is succinctly reviewed by Kris Krnjevic. The role of catecholamines and neuropeptides in determining cerebral excitability is discussed. However, there is no contribution on a topic that is now attracting great interest, namely the role of excitatory amino acid neurotransmitters, and the possibility of modifying epilepsy by drugs acting on this system. Energy metabolism in epilepsy is reviewed in contributions by Charles Kennedy and by David Holtzman and James Olson.
The chapters are uniformly concise and readable and provide balanced summaries of the contributions of the authors (and their colleagues) to the subject. The volume is primarily addressed to basic neuroscientists, but neurologists and other clinicians pursuing research in epilepsy will find that it provides an understandable summary of cellular mechanisms in epilepsy. BRIAN This volume, which is written by a group of otolaryngologists and oral surgeons, lives up to the title of the series, namely 'The New Medicine -An Integrated System of Study'. It represents a departure from older formats of ENT texts in a number of ways, not least being the collaboration between specialists of two different but closely related specialties. The introduction stresses the need for a more integrated approach to learning, in keeping with the revised curricula of many medical schools, shifting the emphasis from teaching based on individual disciplines to that encompassing many disciplines and orientated towards a study of systems. Further points made in the introduction are the continuing trends in placing the onus for learning more on the student than the teacher and for using the problem-based approach for presenting much of the information relating to symptoms and signs. The format is identical for each area, comprising descriptions of anatomy and physiology followed by a resume of the symptomatology and methods of examination and investigation. There is a more detailed study of the relationship of symptoms and signs to differential diagnosis and this leads to a description of specific diseases and their management. Finally there is a section on treatment and complications.
The book is easy to read, the style being simple and the terminology unambiguous. The illustrations are large, clear and plentiful and the subject matter comprehensively covered. In keeping with the many modern textbooks and the everincreasing trend towards multiple choice tests, there is a question and answer section for each area to satisfy those with a hunger for reliving exams. The author and publisher are to be congratulated on the production of an excellent up-to-date textbook, appealingly presented and competitively priced. 
